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Caldwell, Taylor Scribner 
LET LOVE COME LAST $3.00 


A steadily mounting record of past sales- a succession of best sellers- Literary 
Guild selection for August,- all these factors combine to insure the new Taylor Caldwell 
novel numerical success. Just what it is that her readers find is hard to determine. Per- 
heaps her ability to spin a yarn that has pace and movement. Perhaps her ability to re- 
capture in minute detail the outward semblance of a period,- recognizable even in its 
monstrous ugliness, as in this novel. This is a story about unpleasant people; the one 
worthy figure in the whole cast of characters is Oliver, the adopted son of a “man of the 
people” become mighty in the power of his wealth and ambition. Even Oliver is not likable; 
he is a two dimensional plaster saint. Barbara, the youngest daughter of the mogul, is 
never childlike in her wry perceptiveness, her biting chastisement of her parents. Her 
sister Julie is a shallow, selfish jade; her brothers,- Tom, out for material acquisitions, 
Matthew, artistic, withdrawn, ingrown - they, too, lack depth. The mother, Ursula, around 
whose strange, tragic love for her husband, William, the story is built, never loses the 
spinsterish thinness of blood with which William charges her. But for him, she accedes 
to the ruination of their children, the wreck of all their lives. Always she protects this 
man who thinks himself strong, from his weakness - from the knowledge that the children he 
has worshipped are failures as human beings, and bear no shadow of love for him. There 
should be sympathy, regret, in the reader. But Taylor Caldwell.lacks the touch that some- 
times lends emotional values to less massive structures than hers. Only the vast, ugly 
brown stone house, in a Pennsylvania industrial town, with its tasteless monstrosities 
without and within, remains of what William Prescott had built. Here is one segment of 
the piracy of the lumber barons; but there is nothing of the talent that made Dynasty of 
Death @ novel to remember....Nonetheless- the book will sell- and rent. 








Business Looking Up- Perhaps? 


For the first time in months, there are a number of books with good chances for success.: 
The new John O'Hara, A RAGE TO LIVE (Random House) is his first full length novel in years.- 
Elizabeth Janeway's THE QUESTION OF GREGORY (Doubleday) is absorbing reading; Margaret 
Millar's THE CANNIBAL BEART (Random House) is top drawer suspense. We have fingers crossed 
on Bonnet's THE MUDLARK (Doubleday) as it is B.0O.M. selection. See:pages following. - 


PROBLEMATICAL FICTION 
July 11 


Menen, Aubrey Scribner 
THE STUMBLING STONE $3.00 


The Prevalence of Witches introduced delighted readers to Aubrey Menen in 1948, 
and his unique gift of satire, of gently barbed wit, of malicious poking fun at accepted 
tenets of belief, was widely recognized in the critical world. Now comes The Stumbling 
Stone which- in this reader's opinion- succeeds where Wouk's Aurora Dawn fell down. With 
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tongue in cheek he approaches the do-gooders- in their varied guises. Politicians, artists, 
social workers, religious fanatics- all are exposed, their self-interest in doing good 

, shown to the observer. Colley Burton, lately struggling to survive while selflessly serv- 
6 ing the untouchables in India, arrives in England to find himself a “saint” and the play 
written about him, a SRO success in London. Unaccustomed to recognition, he views his new 
role suspiciously, explores on his own, the focus of current good will, the reformation of 
& lad who is a victim of circumstances, and finds that in taking him off the pin of obser- 
vation and granting his secret wish, he- Colley Burton- has done Charlie as much harm as 
the others. So he takes his own way out, and the story ends, leaving the reader with an 
odd sense of exposed nerves, unsolved problems, and laughter still on the edge of tears. 
An odd book, not easily described. 


July 27 vw 


Peeples, Samuel Anthony Harper 
THE DREAM ENDS IN FURY $2.75. 


A red and hot blooded fictionalization of the little known, legendary Joaquin 
Murrieta, this matches the violence of the times- the California gold grab. Resentful of 
the white man's injustices towards the “greaser", Murrieta's hatred knows no limits when 
his brother is hanged, his young wife raped and murdered by a group of miners. Unwilling 
to wait for “gringo justice",Murrieta dedicates himself to vengeance, kills all who had 
harmed his Rosita, continues his lawless, ruthless raids and killings as he heads an army 
of Mexican bandits, takes up with the she-devil, Antonia, and the dream of revenge “ends 
in fury"... A spirited portrayal, which holds an appeal as well for the western market. 


August 1 


r Freund, Philip | Beechhurst 
A MAN OF TASTE 6 Other Stories $3.50 


In this volume of short stories, Mr. Freund touches many spots in the world,- 
from Venezuela to Vermont, from Vienna to New York, from Warsaw to Wisconsin. Once again 
he follows an almost austerely conservative pattern, far from the trigger construction 
of most of today's short story writing. In successive stories he aims at some fundamental 
value:- whether a gentleman such as The Man of Taste is justified in killing so that he 
might contemplate Beauty; whether a musician can achieve a stature of genius through in- 
spiration; whether the urge to accumulate wealth is ever worthwhile. There are abstract 
themes of friendship, love, death, art, distrust, In two- The Goldhunter and A Man of Taste 
there is some degree of action, dialog, valid horror. Most of the stories leck any flavor 
of reality and the characters are two dimensional. For the limited market of Mr. Freund's 
admirers. 


August 4 


Sansom, William Harcourt, Brace 
THE BODY $2.75 


William Sansom, who has distinguished himself as a short story writer of the avant- 
garde, with many of the obliquities, obscurities conditioned by Franz Kafka, here writes 4 
full length novel. Compressed, concentrated in form, clever- often cruel,- in content, this 
is a skillful study of jealousy, tells of the obsessive fascination of Henry, & heirdresser, 
with the conjectured infidelity of his wife, a dimpled, bleached and rather stupid woman of 
ds The theme is played out on two levels as the innocent events are distorted by 

denry's imagination, and as they are in actuality. And at the close, when Henry realizes 

the absurdity of his suspicions, he regrets the loss of drama they have lent to his “passive, 
' passionless life"... Highly sophisticated, subtle, this is for the discriminating reader. 
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August 8 


_~ 


Hancock, Lucy Agnes Macrae-Smith 
CALLING NURSE BLAIR $2.50 


The personal and professional problems of Alex Blair, serious, unapproachable 
and believed immune to anything and anyone not in her direct line of duty. Unmindful of 
the antagonism of Bllen Ridley, the hospital chief's granddaughter, of the attraction of 
young Dr. Allen- whom Ellen had had her eye on, Alex finally admits her love for Allen 
and is instrumental in bringing out the best, rather than the worst, in Ellen. As before, 
@ regenerative romanco which is for rent only. 


August 10 


Bonnet, Theodore Doubleday 
THE MUDLARK $3.00 


A minor pseudo-historical incident which scarcely suits the proportions of the 
novel form it is given here, this tells of a mudlark's escapade when Wheeler, 4 waif, 
slipped past the guards into Windsor Castle where Queen Victoria was in mourning retire- 
ment, and sat briefly on the throne of the “Widow of Windsor". Here, puffed up and drawn 
out, are the many repercussions of this unpardonable infringement, the stir and scandal 
which ensued, the popular rumor that a regicide had been attempted, and the culmination 
of the affair when Disraeli used Wheeler as a symbol of the underprivileged, and began 
his program of social reform. Amplifying this are authentic accessories of the times, 
historical and biographical, the protocol which prevailed within the castle from the 
Throne Room to the servants quarters, and a slight romance- that of maid-in-waiting 
Emily and an impulsive Lieutennant who defied the Queen to win her hand.... Thin as a 
novel, unimportant as history, this will nevertheless get more of a play as the Book of 
the Month Club selection for September. (See Overstreet report P. 313) 


August 15 


Lord, David ; Dutton 
JOEY $3.00 


There is a warmth and sincerity in this book of Joey’ Levine's life of his 
family, of the Jewish section - Los Angeles’ Brooklyn Avenue. Here are the Levines, the 
Samsons, the Kantors, the Abrams, as they have migrated far West and brought their in- 
grained customs and family ways with them. Joey learns to fear life and loving early, 
succumbs to his feeling that people stink but knows a certain faith in his Grandmother 
Silverberg, in loyal Molly. He breaks with his father over a profession; refusing col- 
lege, he works in a moving picture theater, learns to fly. With the coming of the war 
and the killing of his father's family in Poland, he joins the Canadian Air Force, is 
wounded abroad, invalided out and returns to marry Molly. But even then the doubts and 
fears make him resentful and angry when Molly becomes pregnant, and in a last scrap, 
realizes that faith and love are necessary. Characters and incidents that ring true, 4 
love and respect for Jewish emotional patterns - these combine into satisfactory novel. 


August 16 


O'Hara, John Random House 
A RAGE TO LIVE $5.95 


* This enlarges on the cross-sectioning of society so much a part of Butterfield 8 
and Appointment in Samarra and is the first novel from O'Hara since the former book 
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It provides an intimate portrait of the life and times of Fort Penn (Pennsylvania state 
and county capitol), of its inhabitants, and of a marriage. The Tates are the focal 
- point of the picture, Grace with her assurance of being a Caldwell, Sidney with his grow- 
ing absorption in his wife and farm that compensates for always being an outsider. Grace's 
wild abandon in an affair with raffish Bannon crashes Sidney's world and she is never able 
to regain his confidence. Polio claims him and their youngest boy and Grace keeps away 
from scandal for a while after that. But another affair overtakes her although she re- 
fuses to let it continue because of the man's wife and children. It is the wife who 
finally forces Grace to leave her home town forever. The penetrating observation of 
humans in every day life is scalpel sharp in exploring sexual drives, minds and cultures 
in conflict, the feel of time and place, the shades of emotional tensions, the physical 
&s well as the mental propulsions in ordinary living. Not a book for any conservative 
market, and the freedom of the language is a warning to Public Libraries; but a book of 
definite masculine appeal, and of absorbing interest in the minute details of its be- 
lievable characters. 


August 17 


Frankau, Pamela Harcourt, Brace 
THE WILLOW CABIN $3.00 


A woman's novel of love which has a sure touch in emotional values, a nice sense 
of portraiture, and which is definitely more literate than most. Illegitimate and im- 
prisoned by her mother's and adopted stepfather'’s rigid respectability, Caro's first suc- 
cess in the theater is the occasion of her meeting with Michael, famous for his surgery, | 
and married to wealthy, American Mercedes. Caro determines to have her man rather than 
her career, tosses over her chance at a big part to follow Michael to America, to live 
and love with Michael on his return to England. She hates the woman who, she understands, 
will not give Michael his freedom, knows her only through hearsay, and patterns herself 
to be his perfect partner. They steal their time together, even during the War, and 
Michael's death, of an overdose of sleeping pills, sends her back to the theater. A suc- 
cessful play sends her on a tour of America, &nd there she gets the opportunity to hunt 
down Mercedes and learn the slow unfolding of the truth about Michael, to understand bet- 
ter the man who had taken her whole heart. Neither emotionalism nor theatricalism mar 
the effect of this contemporary story. 


Janeway, Elizabeth Doubleday 
THE QUESTION OF GREGORY $3.00 


* This third novel by Elizabeth Janeway fulfills the promise of her first book, 

The Waish Girls, in being an exploration into the shadowy reaches of the not-quite-normal 
mind. This is a study of snapped tensions, as John Gregory and his wife, Ellen, explode 
into an open break when Roosevelt's death snaps the thin controls of apparent acceptance 
of their son's death in Germany. Ellen lashes out at her husband, in violent exposure 

of the concealed hostilities; John, escaping first into drunkenness, then into temporary 
semi-aphasia, disappears from Washington - and is lost to his world. The story then fol- 
lows first one thread- then another- as John gropes for a new identity, encounters crook- 
edness and deceit in Key West, finds compassionate friendship in-Vermont, returns to 
Washington and the unsuspected love of Rose, who had been his secretary, and who gives him 
back a sense of his own identity and responsibilities. Finally, in Detroit, he finds him- 
self on the giving rather than the receiving end- and from there returns to Ellen, only to 
find that reunion is a hopeless dream...Ellen's emotional and mental saga holds more of 
bitterness and hopeless frustration, as she returns to the wasteland of an overprotected 
girlhood home, and finds her island of serenity in the belief that her son still lives- 
in her deliberate transfer to the missing John the blame and the feap that involves. But 
with John's reappearance even that security is lost. Absorbing reading, this ends on 4 
note of hopeless disunity, with only one's sense that John Gregory has newly established 
his own identity as something to give him another chance. There are phases of the story 
that seem unreal; could a man prominent in Washington political circles be allowed to 
vanish, unsought? But almost it is a very good novel. 
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August 18 
Ginsburg, Natalia Doubleday 
THE ROAD TO THE CITY $2.75/$3.00 


Two short novels, from the Italian, these first person narratives have a certain 
disarming simplicity which offsetstheir ultimate bitterness, but concentrate- essentially- 
on the shabby side of life in which all illusion is lost. The first- The Dry Heart- tells 
of a young woman's marriage to Alberto, older, idle, self-centered and for many years the 
lover of another woman. In the years that follow her physical disgust increases- as does 
his boredom; she has a little girl who dies; and at the close she kills him. In the 
second, the title story, there is Delia, 17, in love with her cousin Nini but pregnant 
by another boy. Their marriage, reluctant on both sides, is followed by the death of 
Nini and his memory recedes... Successful in Italy, and representative of the writing of 
the new generation there, this will still have a literary rather than popular audience. 


(Translated by Frances Frenaye) 


August—2e q/¢ 
Doubleday 


Algren, Nelson 
THE MAN WITH THE GOLDEN ARM $3.00 ~~ 
The types in the book of short stories, The Neon Wilderness (1947) are here in- 
tegrated into a novel which is a grim to gruesome, unrelieved, panorama of the sordid 
lives around Division Street, Chicago. These are the disinherited - the petty cheats, 
phony braggarts, double clockers, elbow sneaks, small time chiselers, touts, stooges, the 
steerers, cokies and dopers - and Frank Machine, the Dealer, is one of them. Frankie who 
tries to fight morphine but whose marriage to crippled - physically and mentally - Sophie 
is one obstacle he cannot surmount, gets help from a little tart, Molly-O, gets off the 
fix when he spends nine months in County. But when he comes out he gets on the needle 
again and it is the little punk, Sparrow, who stool pigeons on a murder who puts Frankie 
on the lam. The closing of the net sends him to suicide. This does something for the 
bums, near-bums, and junkies, that Caldwell has done for the poor whites - in its handling 
of vile knowledge coupled with a sort of innocent humor, in its profiles of rowdy, vulgar 
profligacy, in its Hogarthian picturing of things as they are. But the overall is dis- 


tasteful, if compassionate. 
August 23 


Farrar, Straus 


Hunt, Howard 
BIMINI RUN $2.75 

In the hands of a Hemingway this might have been an exciting short story. Ex- 
panded to a brief novel, in less skilled hands, it seems melodrama, rather cheap and 
tawdry. Four stock characters,- a Norwegian Captain who charters his deep-sea fishing 
boat to a vulgarly rich man end the wife who married him “for all the things she had never 
had" and a handsome veteran, ex-gambler-bar-tender, out of Stamford via the Pacific war, 
who is persuaded to sign on for the. cruise as cook-bar-tender and working guest. The 
V.R.M. is out to break the sailfish-manta-marlin record off Miami. His wife is out to get 
the ex-bartender; the captain wants only to bring his boat back to shore; Hank wants to 
steer clear of entangling alliances, and make enough money to get back to Reno's gambling 
rooms. The captain and the husband nurture smouldering hate, and it comes into violent 
combat while the boat is lashed to a huge manta, and sharks pursue. Hank and the wife 
shoot to keep off the sharks; the captain and the husband go into personal battle and 
fall overboard. Hank does all he can to save them, while the wife*’s gun is silenced, 
open acceptance of the sacrifice of an innocent man to her desire to be rid of her hus- 
band. On this gory note the story ends. What happens to the woman and the handsome Hank 
is anyone's guess but I for one don't care...Too bad that a man who can write as poignant- 
ly as Hunt did in &dst of Farewell should be satisfied with this sort of stuff. 
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August 24 


Pinchot, Ben & Ann Farrar, Straus 
HEAR THIS WOMAN! $3.60 OO 


A complete case book on Faith Andrews, her success as a national celebrity and 
the failure of her marriage to Mark Holmes,- this is a consecutive, composite portrait of 
& woman. Of a somewhat shabby background, Faith becomes the childhood friend of Mark 
Holmes whose grandfather is the most influential citizen in the town. Sensitive, staid, 
even a little severe, Mark is always in temperamental contrast to Faith, impulsive, in- 
dependent, social, liberal. With Faith's inability to have children and Mark's insist- 
ence on staying with the business enterprise which Faith considers impossible, Faith goes 
to New York and the marriage breaks up. There are the many ups and downs of her years 
there; her eventual success in a public relations outfit; her marriage to a main-chancer 
in advertising, Faith finally finds that her husband- and her organization- are lined up 
with isolationist forces, and she leaves both. With the war, she meets Mark again in 
Paris, and when she finishes her successful crusade for a women's political party, she is 
finally free for marriage and private retirement with Mark. A novel of a woman, for 
women, which has more substance and intelligence than most- but which is still largely 
for rent and high at this price. (The off again on again attitude towards marriage will 
offend some readers.) 


Gould, Maggy Morrow 
THE DOWRY $2.50 


The thin edge between the unnatural and the supernatural, this explores some 
pretty gruesome (even ghoulish) consequences, has a very worldly (the cosmopolitan set- 
New York, Paris, etc.) montage for some other-worldly happenings. When Jonathan Reizel 
falls in love with Robbie, the young wife of Laurentz- collector, art dealer, orientalist- 
and takes Robbie awdy from laurentz, Laurentz' last words are a curse. In the months that 
follow Reizel is to remember the curse as he is victimized by racking headaches, destruc- 
tive seizures, inexplicable accidents. And when Robbie gives birth to their child, the 
curse reveals its full powers and the birth is a double one- a monstrous child that is 
killed by the doctor on the delivery table, and a little girl who is perfect save for the 
convulsions which are incited only by the sight of her father. In the years that follow 
Reizel wastes away, is finally able- through another woman- to destroy the curse and 
Laurentz, but in so doing loses Robbie and his child... Some shocking stuff here which 
you may find absorbing - if you indulge in this genre. 


August.25 9/15 


Peters, Fritz Farrar, Straus 
THE WORLD NEXT DOOR $3.50 06 


A novel of mental instability and institutionalization which has by no means the 
emotional pull of The Snuke Pit. generates little sympathy for its central character and 
is most interesting in its portrayal of the life within the walls of a Veterans Adminis- 
tration Hospital. This follows the progress of David Mitchell from the time of his break- 
down, when he believes he's the second coming of Christ, through the weeks that follow; is 
only suggestive in the causes which underlie his mental collapse. Here are the patterns 
of behaviour, suspicion, hostility he feels towards all- his mother, his stepfather, the 
doctors, the attendants; the therapies to which he must submit- from straitjackets to wet 
packs to shock treatment; and finally his release... The incidents of homosexuality, the 
frequent coarseness of expression limits this for public library distribution. 


Myers, John Myers Dutton _ 
S ILVERLOCK $3.50 eo 


The author of The Wiid Yazoo and The Harp and the Blade with an odd-and not too 
successful-bit of fantasy, a picaresque adventure tale in a never-never land, whose occu- 
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pants might challenge the Quiz Kids' knowledge of literary figures. The allegory, having 
to do with Silverlock's compulsive, often tortuous search for life's meaning, bogs down 
in the extravagances of the imaginings, and the ponderousness of the style. The setting 
is a place called Commonwealth, where he finds himself shipwrecked and despondent, with 
barely conscious will-to-live. (Enough however to sustain him with his companion, on a 
piece of driftwood in the Atlantic!) From this point on, world literature is represented, 
as @ voluptuous Circe turns him into a pig, there's a short stay with a Robin Hood crew, 
meetings with Beowulf, Alice-in-Wonderland, Don Quixote, Gawaine the Green Knight, Me- 
phistopheles, Hamlet, Anna Karenina, Prometheus and Chaucer, to mention only a few. To 
come off successfully, this should sparkle with wit and approach its ends with subtlety. 


Actually, it is heavy footed and hard going. 


August 29 


Millar, Margaret Random House 
THE CANNIBAL HEART ; $2.50 


* The author of Wali of Eyes, The Iron Gates, with again a story of suspense, 
which is unorthodox, unusual and expert in execution. In a narrative which relies on 
indirection, this tells of Evelyn and Merk Banner and their youngster, Jessie, as they 
rent a house from a Mrs. Wakefield in an isolated part of California. As Mrs. Wakefield 
stops off there for a few days, her uneasy, unrevealed past becomes a source of stronger 
speculation, the husband who is buried on the grounds, the Mongolian idiot child who has — 
just died. And Mark's attraction to Mrs. Wakefield- albeit with the fear that she will 
destroy him too~- leads to the almost fatal farewell... A finished, fascinating job, which 


is for the mystery market as well. 
August 30 


Sabatini, Rafael Houghton, Mifflin 
THE GAMESTER $3.00 


Still a name to count on? I suppose so, and once again this is dependable’ ro- 
mance and adventure in an historical novel of early 18th century France- in the period 
following the death of Louise XIV. The country was virtually bankrupt; Philip of Orleans 
assumed the regency; John Law wins control of the finances. Here is all the scandal, in- 
trigue, jealousy, rivalry, debauchery, corruption and splendour of the court. Here is 
Law's love life; the scoundrel Count of Horn tried to make love to Law's wife and was 
ruined by him; the Countess of Horn turns out to be Margaret Ogilvy, the only woman law 
ever loved, through whose intervention Law had been exiled from England, rather than put 
to death after a duel. Only after law faces ruin with the collapse of speculation does 
he realize that his presumably shrewish wife Catherine, really loves him...Lots of color 
and drama here, but the pace is often slowed down by descriptions of the financial fi- 
nagling. Not the old cloak and sword Sabatini, but one with more serious intent to pre- 
sent facets of history. 


Late Arrivals= Practicaily tublished 


Announcing THE NOVEL LIBRARY (12 titles) Pantheon-Ea. $1.75 


This project brings in distinctive format and moderate price famous texts, many 
of them in new translations. Compact in size- attractively bound in board with patterned 
pastedowns, readable type (though smaller than one could wish), these meet a real need. 
The following titles are now available:- 

Austen- EMMA; MANSFIELD PARK: Balzac- THE FATAL SKIN: COUSIN BETTE: De Maupassant- BEL-AMI: 
Geutier- MADEMOISELLE DE MAUPIN: Gogol-DEAD SOULS: Gorki- THE ARTAMONOV BUSINESS: James- 
THE AWKWARD AGE: Stevenson- THE MASTER OF BALLANTRAE: Tolstoy-THE COSSACKS: RESURRECTION. 
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July 11 
Collins, Mary Scribner 
DOG EAT DOG $2.50 
e This continues the quality of her earlier books and offers a pleasant entry in 


the apprehension school. The action revolves around West Coast dog kennels, dog shows 
and the animals and people connected with them. The killing of a stinker of a handler 
puts young Linda, her partner, and other kennel folk, in a tight spot with the police; 
another killing, of a kennelman and his dogs, makes the matter tougher. The revelations 
of the handler's nasty past, Linda's danger - and all clear. Neat. 


August 10 


Carr, John Dickson Harper 
BELOW SUSPICION $2.50 
* Barrister Patrick Butler, arrogantly cocksure of his infallibility, stealing 
the show from Dr. Fell - when witchcraft enters into murders by poison. Dr. Fell points 
the way and Butler carries on - through Black Masses, Satanism and the hand behind it all. 
Tricky stuff- and trickily handled. 


August 11 


Rohmer, Sax Random House 
HANGOVER HOUSE $2.50 


Quite a remove from the long line of Fu Manchu stories- this straight find-the- 
killer tale. Approached by Lord Glenagle to protect his daughter, Lady Hilary, from the 
consequences of her association with a cad, Storm Kennedy, smooth private eye, is on hand 

2 when a party at a country house ends in murder. lady Hilary star suspect, another killing, 
' the reappearance of the dead man and his second killing, and assorted stumbling blocks 
keep Kennedy a-movering to Scotland Yard's satisfaction. Ornate. 


August 18 


Holmes, L.P. : Doubleday 
WATER, GRASS, AND GUNSMOKE $2.50 


Lots of shooting, lots of trouble for Ware, foreman of the Hat ranch, as he 
tries to hold the ranch together for the dead owner's daughter and hold off the conniving 
and double crossing unfriendly other ranchers. Traitors in his own crew add to his task 
but he finally wins the battle - and the girl as well. 


August 18 


Stein, Aaron Marc Doubleday 
DAYS OF MISFORTUNE $2.25 


Merida, and time away from their diggings for Elsie Mee and Tim to crime hunt. 
Bodies, disappearances, marriage troubles, local beliefs, mysterious doings,- all put to- 
gether by Tim and Elsie Mae for an answer of counterfeiting and a killer caught by them 
and not the police. Consecutively casual. 


August 24 


Bentley, Nicolas Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
@ THE TONGUE TIED CANARY $2.50 


A cat (with nine lives) and mouse chase, this tells of Dick Barton's assignment 
to identify some surviving, subversive Nazi forces. Tabbing, losing his quarry and next 
finding him dead, Barton uses the few leads left by the murdered man, and as these tenuous 
associations prove to be the right ones, his mission is finally successful. For those who 
have liked the Manning Coles series, this will be a welcome, less providential and agile 
variation. 
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TWO DARK HORSES 


Two book club choices of titles that might not otherwise be "big league" put into this 


category the following:- 
August 10 {4 ml 


Norton 


Overstreet, H.A. 
THE MATURE MIND $2.95 
Report repeated from page 43 of the January 15th bulletin when scheduled for 
earlier publication. With this, a Book of the Month Club co-selection with The Mudlark, 
Overstreet will reach his widest audience to date. “A criticism of America- and Ameri- 
cans- today, which is serious rather than combative in tone, and which relates our short- 
comings, personal as well as political, to our lack of maturity. Giving tangible illus- 
trations of theoretical postulates, he shows how the psychological discoveries of our 
time are responsible for many new insights:- the idea of the psychological age, of ar- 
rested development, of the conditioned reflex, and so on. He analyzes criteria of matur- 
ity; disposes of the concepts of good and bad, of knowledge or ignorance, and replaces 
them with the values of maturity versus immaturity. He argues that our political imma- 
turity is making us inept in the world situation today; that our economy operates only 
toward monetary benefits and not for the general welfare of the people; and he points 
up the failures of the home, of education... Thoughtful, stimulating." 


August-17 Op ! - 

Litera? 
Tharp, Louise Hall at. Little, Brown 
THE PEABODY SISTERS OF SALEM Q $4.00 


* A vibrant, colorful and interesting biography of three fascinating blue-stock- 
ings, who- through marriage or by dint of personal vitality- were central figures in the 
major literary-educational controversies and developments of the mid-19th century. The 
author sketches in the Peabody genealogy; the kindly, hard-driven Dr. Peabody and his 
ambitious, domineering wife, their meagre, transient existence of genteel poverty are 
sharply drawn; then she goes on to present the dramatic careers of the three daughters. 
There was Mary, self-effacing, imposed upon, who endured the cruel rivalry of one sister 
and went off to Cuba to nurse her pampered younger sister and bury an unrequited love.. 
Eventually she married the brilliant Horace Mann and shared his crusading liberalism and 
zeal. Sophia, beautiful, fragile, gifted, and an invalid, found in her marriage to Haw- 
thorne (according to the author's somewhat controversial interpretation) an escape from 
a doting mother and a cure for her disabling headaches. (Another kind of Blizabeth 
Barrett-Robert Browning affair?). Here is described her idyllic marriage, the years at 
the old manse in Lenox, where Hawthorne wrote fhe House of the Seven Gables, and where he grew 
to know Melville, to find the security of literary success and European travel, and from 
where he left for the bitter years of his decline in Concord. The most dynamic and re- 
markable sister was Elizabeth, the indomitable Lizzie Peabody,- educator, transcendentalist, 
publisher, bookseller, crusader extraordinaire. She was the friend of Emerson, of Thoreau, 
of Margaret Fuller; she was the defender of John Brown, the advocate of Bronson Alcott, 
the devoted admirer of Channing, the first kindergartener in the Froebel tradition in 
America. Perhaps she could be considered the most significant woman of her time, a time 
when even in her own region there were other famous women. Authoritative, highly docu- 
mented biography, which is at the same time first rate reading. September Book of the 
Month. 


‘Other Books to Note 


Current interest in the Mindszenty trial will provide a stimulus to the Bela Fabian bi- 
ography (Scribner) ;Dr.- Albert Schweitzer'sautobiography of 16 years ago has: been revised 
and brought up to the present; there's a dark horse with.less of the sales impetus than 
the above, but definite appeal in Jean Burton's .LYDIA.PINKHAM IS HER NAME (Farrar, Straus) 
Reports follow. 
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July ll 


Fabian, Bela Scribner 
CARDINAL MINDSZENTY $2.75 


Here is the first of the books dealing with this controversial figure whose 
trial and sentence aroused widespread indignation in all freedom-loving people. Ina 
sense he has become a symbol of the struggle against the methods of Communism in strang- 
ling free expression. A book dealing with his life and work and the activities leading 
up to his arrest as well as the trial itself will command a large reading public. As is 
the case in any book on a controversial issue, the author's background is important to 
the reader. This Bela Fabian recognizes and lays bare the facts. As a native Hungarian 
of Jewish parentage and a member of a Jewish congregation, his admiration for Mindszenty 
does not spring from Catholic partisanship, but rather from a common antipathy to Com- 
munism as well as Nazism, and continuous opposition to the present communist regime and 
the earlier Bolshevist regime of Bela Kun. The author's own experience as a prisoner of 
war in Russia in World War I; his imprisonment during the Bela Kun regime; his internment 
by the Nazis, and finally his escape when the Russians came in 1945 - all served to aug- 


-ment his opposition. He portrays Mindszenty as a valiant fighter for freedom. His ar- 


rest, prosecution and sentence are described in detail, and he has no doubt but that 
Mindszenty's so-called “confession” was the product of refined torture and drugs. It is 
brought out, however, that Mindszenty had active contacts with the West; that he carried 
on negotiations with the Hapsburg family looking towards eventual restoration of the 
monarchy and that he consistently opposed the confiscation of Catholic estates through 


"land reform" legislation. This is a partisan book which leaves the reader feeling that 


there is more to be told. Perhaps the book scheduled on Macmillan's list will throw 
further light on the case. 


Pitt, Frances Scribner 
HOUNDS HORSES AND HUNTING $15.00 


A beautiful book for a luxury market- those, for example, who were consistent 
purchasers of Derrydale Press items some years ago. An import, this is - for the hunting 
fraternity- an inside story of the Wheatland Hounds and of Frances Pitt, who became 
M.F.H. There is presented every facet of this sport of kings - a way of life that be- 
longs to a dying tradition, but that- she feels- has vitality enough to continue in 4 new 
form. In these pages- and in the illustrations in color and in wash by Michael Lyne, she 
has preserved that way of life. She had told of her childhood beginnings, first a pony, 
then a rented horse, then her own mounts; hacking on - first hunts- and ultimately the 
unique distinction of being made M.F.H. Chapter by chapter the reader shares the con- 
tagion of the hunt,- opening the season, what it means to “get to hounds", scent, the box- 
ing-day meet, memorable runs, the terriers, the foxhounds, the foxes, the horses - and the 
problems of the Master. There's a special chapter for the novice, with sound advice on 
proper induction into the noble sport. There's the feel of the English countryside through- 
out. (Glossary) 

July 13 


Burns, James M. Harper 
CONGRESS ON TRIAL $3.00 


By an Associate Professor of Government at Williams, this is a serious showing- 
up of the frailties and limitations of Congress. Outlining the aptitudes and attitudes 
of the practical politician- who is usually representative of a particular area only, 
Burns goes on to expose the pressure politicians as they cater to pressure groups, the 
party system which is now splintered, ineffectual, undisciplined. He makes his main 
point, however, in the fact that the House and the Senate are defective as representative 
bodies, yielding as they do to organized minorities at the expense of the great majority. 
Reviewing, historically, proposals for reform which have been made through the years, 
Burns concludes with two possibilities ahead; the reform of the office of the Presidency, 
or the achievement of a party govenment without particularist concerns... The full case 
illustration here gives this added value for the student of government, progressive po- 
litico, but a general audience yx be Darc e 5&8 OD 
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July 28 


Random House 


Hungerford, Edward 
WELLS FARGO $3.75 
The posthumous work of a railroad devotee and an ex-employee of Wells Fargo, 
this recounts the past glories and the current and future activities of the famous firn, 
in hurrying, vivid style. The stories of violence, death, Indian attacks, stagecoach and 
train robberies, the weathering of financial as well as physical storms, the hardihood of 
the Pony Express - these are dramatic companions to the careers of the men who founded 
the company in 1852 - Wells and Fargo - and those who followed in their steps. It is the 
story of carrying the mil, banking, of the opening up of the West after the Gold Rush, 
of the vigilance and dependability of the company, of its growing importance nationally, 
commercially, during its existence, until the merger, with other companies, into the 
American Railroad Express. The closing chapter is a tribute to Mexico's hardy die-hard, 
Elmer Jones, and his determination not to let the Wells Fargo name die. A fast paced 


sage of transport pioneering. 
July ?? 


Schweitzer, Dr. Albert Henry Holt 
OUT OF MY LIFE AND THOUGHT: A Revision $3.50 


The last two years have brought Dr. Schweitzer into the public eye in the most 
extraordinary way. Revivified interest in his own writing, in books written about him, in 
his amazing personality and story and achievements, in the inspiration of his supreme faith 
and reverence for life, have given him stature in the eyes of those to whom he was unknown 
earlier. An Alsatian, a trained musician, educated as a theologian, he suddenly experi- 
enced an overpowering sense of “call” to the African mission field, not as a minister, but 
as a doctor. He took his training, served his interneship, and went out to the African 
jungle, there to establish- some thirty years ago- a jungle hospital. This is not a de- 
tailed story of his experiences, but rather a searching of his mind. Interpolated into a 
text which baldly states the bare bone facts of his career are passages of his other 
writings, his research into the life of Jesus, of Paul, his philosophy, his musical ad- 
venture (for he was not only a skilled musician, but an expert on bringing new life to old 
organs). He might have been at the top of whatever profession he chose. What he chose 
was @ life of dedication to primitive people. He writes that he accepted the sacrifices 
involved, only to find it bread upon the waters, as he was able to win again the financial 
independence he had abandoned, through his music and his pen. He has made successive 
trips “home” to Europe - one, to be sure, as a prisoner of war, during World War I. A 
mystic, a scholar, a great human being, he has become a symbol to those who have followed 
him. He has brought this book up to the period of World War II, and a postscript has 
briefly outlined present happenings. He has turned down numerous opportunities to come to 
America, but in mid-July he is coming to mke an address at Aspen, Colorado, on the oc- 
casion of the Goethe Bicentennial Convocation. Use this as a tie-up with display of the’ 
books about Dr. Schweitzer as well as his own writings. 


August 15 


Jannopoulo, Helen P. Caxton 
AND ACROSS BIG SEAS $5.00 


An expansive, emotional too, backward look to a childhood in Rumania and in 
Greece, this is definitely a family styled and centered memoir, and of only doubtful in- 
terest beyond this sphere. Hers was a large household, in which Grandmother- and the 
stories she told- held & prominent position; there were many scares and upsets- the ill- 
nesses of the children and the death of four, the fairly rapid replacements. There was 
the excitement of the voyage to Greece where Father was determined to get a somewhat 
better education for the boys; the trip across the Black Sea to Missolonghi with its 
historic past; the near death of her mother as foretold by a gypsy; and finally some 
years later a new life in America.... The illustrations, in black and white, do not help. 
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August 15 


Holland, Dan Crowell 
TROUT FISHING $5.00 


There have been several books on trout fishing this year, but this qualifies as 
perhaps the most thorough coverage on the specific subject indicated in the title. For 
comparison however, check reports on titles as follows;:- Claflin's delightful and anec- 
dotal Blazed Trail for Anglers (Knopf) - see P. 202; Hutton’s rather advanced Trout and 
Salmon Fishing (Atlantic Monthly Press)- see P. 262; and Carhart’s more general book- and 
an excellent one- Fresh Water Fishing (Barnes)- see P. 264. There's a not-so-good book 
for boys which oan be by-passed, and this book, Jrout Fishing, recommended in its stead, 
as well as the Carhart. Dan Holland comes rightfully by his knowledge and skill, through 
his father, Ray Holland. In this carefully executed book, he has told everything about 
trout fishing that it seems to me one needs to know. It is a less personal book than 
many that make, perhaps, better reading. But the facts are here:- data about kinds of 
trout, their life cycle, habits, senses, food; the best tackle to use, types of flies, 
how to cast. He discusses various kinds of fishing- according to the fly, the bait, the 
spinner. According to the water, whether lake, stream or sea. According to the weather 
and the time of day. And a final section deals with conservation and the angler's re- 
sponsibility. Decorative drawings by William Schaldach, plus 32 pages of photographs, 
diagrams, colored frontis. 


Luckman, Sid Ziff-Davis 
LUCKMAN AT QUARTERBACK $3.00 


The Chicago Bears and Sid Luckman are practically synonymous in the minds of 
pro-football fans. For ten years they have been champions, and during this period, Luck- 
man has been quarterback and one of the truly great of all times. This is his story, from 
early days of playing at Erasmus, Flatbush, through college football at Columbia, where he 
took some terrific physical beatings and learned the art of losing gracefully. The main 
story- with some personal highlights- concerns his years with the Bears,- the teams, the 
players, the opponents, the outstanding plays and games. A good story, with enough senti- 
ment and enough of the spirit to win to give it punch. He doesn't give away any secrets 
of the famous T formation of the Bears- but he takes his reader along his way. 


Augdst 16 


Morison, Samuel Eliot PRAL OO Little, Brown (AMP) 


CORAL SEA, MIDWAY AND THE SUBMARINES $6.00 
April 1942 - August 1942 


A brief period- but these months marked the turning point in the battle of the 
Pacific. This is Morison's third volume of the projected 13 volume official naval reserve 
war history. The order has been upside down, chronologically; this overlaps the second 
published, The Battle of the Atlantic, and precedes the first publication, Operations in 
North African Waters. But each of the three demonstrates Morison'’s ability to make good 
reading (albeit largely for those concerned) of what might have been dry as dust official 
papers,- ships logs, naval reports, Cincpac data, and so on. The sense of being behind 
the scenes is livened by his access to Japanese papers as well as American, so one follows 
first one strategy, then the other. Coral Sea was memorable as the first great battle be- 
tween carriers. The American forces paid there the penalties of carelessness and poor 
discipline; the Japs paid the penalty of laxness regarding sources of information and in- 
flexibility of plan and dispersion of forces. It was a Japanese victory, but left them 
weaker; a strategic victory for the United States, laying the groundwork for Midway. Mid- 
way was a “victory of intelligence, bravely and wisely applied". The corner was turned. 
There is some space given to the Aleutians- a good deal of the first year of submarine war- 
fare in the Pacific, the disappointments here, and the accomplishments. The text carries 
through, in meticulous almost blow-by-blow detail, up to the Battle of Savo Island. 
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August 18 
Fineberg, S. Andhil Doubleday 
PUNISHMENT WITHOUT CRIME $3D0/$3 .50 


An extensive documentary of the prevailing attitudes and manifestations of racial, 
religious or ethnic intolerance, this also includes- with its exposures- the counter offen- 
sive measures which should be taken- these to be circumspect rather than combative. From 
the mental and emotional reactions of prejudice, the spurious generalizations, the scape- 
goating to which many are prone, this analyzes discrimination in employment, in education, 
in public accomodations, in housing, and details the many hate organizations, hate mongers, 
hate writers, ruffians and rabble rousers operating in our midst. To deflect discrimina- 
tion, here are proposals of what you should do, as a victim or a non-victim, as a teacher, 
@s & parent, as a clergyman, as an employer, etc. etc. and the ways in which the community 
relations agencies will help you.... Based on many years’ experience in this field, this 
is fully amplified by actual incidents and should be of value to all working towards 
social re-education. 








Mackall, Lawton Doubleday 
KNIFE AND FORK IN NEW YORK $2.75 


Just the book to have around when out-of-towners want an eating place of defin- 
ite specifications, for here are the restaurants catalogued, with prices and specialties 
indicated. The listings are preceded by some definitions - what is a restaurant, appe- 
tizers, soup, fish and sea food, eggs, fowl, beef, veal, other meat dishes, desserts, 
(descriptions of foreign titled dishes), tipping and other tip-offs- and are broken down 
into steak and chop houses, fish, rural and regional, southern specialties, Scandinavian, 
German, spots for special moods, Italian, show-off date places, ladies-alone, haute cuis- 
ine, de luxe, luxury plus, where to see celebrities, budget-wise, Wall Street, confection- 
ers, Swiss, Viennese and Hungarian, Jewish, Russian, Spanish, cocktail bars, strictly 
masculine, night clubs, East Indian, Chinese and Japanese, Armenian and Syrian, Sundays, 
summer and roof, out of town - something for every taste. And what come-on he gives for 
the food! Very tempting for palate-tickling pursuit and an incentive to stay at homes. 
(8/4 New York City date) 


August 22 


Clapp, Charles,Jr. Crowell 
DRINKING'S NOT THE PROBLEM $2.50 


For the potential alcoholic, or the alcoholic repeater, rather than the confirm- 
ed souse, this offers a4 hand and some suggestions based on Clapp's own experience and that 
of others. Believing that the answer is why you need to drink rather than whether you 
should- or should not- drink, he points out possible paths of redirection, cultivating 
new interests, changing your work or home situation, and the various agencies which may 
offer guidance, psychiatric, religious, A.A., etc. The contact here is direct, personal, 
and popularly toned; the advice sound. 7 


Burton, Jean | sees Farrar, Straus 
LYDIA PINKHAM IS HER NAME ‘$2.75 


* An appreciative and informative biography of America's first business woman which 
is also the record of the new kind of advertising her product brought about. It is be- 
sides a family portrait for the famous Vegetable Compound was a family venture and business 
to which parents and children gave their lives. Born in 1819, a Quaker of lively intelli- 
gence, Lydia Estes Pinkham started marketing her homemade botanicals because of her hus- 
band's bankruptcy during a financial panic. Dan's determination for wider distribution, 
Charles’ delight in the response to newspaper advertising, the birth of the testimonial, 
&ll contributed to the business growth, slowly then amazingly. Deaths of all the Pinkhams 
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brought about bitter battles between Pinkham descendants which found place in law journals 
and an eventual end. This is quite a yarn and has a surprising, successful finish for, in 

: modern researching, it has been discovered that the Compound with its 18% - then 15% al- 

@ cohol which came out of Lynn, Mass., is truly beneficial! A female natural - and enter- 
taining in its presentation. Illustrated. 


































August 22 


Sokoloff, Dr. Boris Ziff-Davis 
THE MIRACLE DRUGS $3.00 


A perennial popularizer of modern medicine follows up his Story of Penicillin 
with a general coverage of chemotherapy today. Opening with Ehrlich, who laid the ground- 
work with his “magic bullet"- a salvarsan, many years passed until the sulfas were redis- 
covered and put to use in 1935; Metchnikoff found a diphtheria and cholera antidote; pen- 
icillin was researched- and its production problem overcome; streptomycin, aureomycin, 
petulin, and miscellaneous molds and antibiotic substances were discovered- their values, 
and limitations, understood. The specific characteristics of each of these drugs, their 
potency, their toxicity,are fully recorded and the information seems competent- although 
one questions just how interested is the interested layman? 


a 


August 23 








Clinchy, Everett Ro  t-+—— a a Farrar, Straus 
INFRRGROUP-RELATIONS—oENTERS- - St eT $1.50 
Development in the field of social science indicates the need for such centers, 
with colleges, schools, church groups and industrial plants as possible implement agencies. 
@ Science has offered conclusive proofs destroying grounds for prejudice, indicating that 
= they are the outgrowth of the way we live.But thers is need for more chance for solentifis 
study of tensions, for teamwork, for research, for intergroup relations carried beyond 
school and job; for study of plant tensions and intergroup trends, of inconsistencies and 
insecurities. Such centers need university cooperation and community support. I'm afraid 
the case is presented in too abstract a form for this to serve as a catalytic agent. For 
the general public, it should be brought down to cases. 


i 


August—24 1o} 14 


Belden, Jack Harper 
CHINA SHAKES THE WORLD $5.00 


The general reading public became familiar with Belden‘'s name when his moving 
Retreat with Stilwell was published (Knopf- 1943). Then in 1944 came Still Time to Die 
(Harper- 1944). Belden had established himself as knowing a great deal about the inside 
picture in China through close association with Stilwell, and as having ea crusading zeal 
on the side of settling things in other ways than war...Now- in China Shakes the World 
he presents the case for Communist China, again bluntly coming out on what may be an un- 
popular side. But his picture of China, inside the “liberated areas" under Communist 
control, and inside the areas where Chiang was fighting a losing battle to sustain his 
despotism, carries its own conclusions. In eight years' struggle against seemingly hope- 
less odds, the Communists have set up a new type of government (as different from Soviet 
Russia as from Kuomintang China)- progressive democracy with free speech and free elections, 
composed of enlightened gentry and intellectuals, middle and small landlords, native ca- 
pitalists, and not more than 1/3 communist party men. The battle lay between the big land- 
@& lords and the peasants; the secret weapon was land reform, carried out on wholly indivi- 
dual- not Russian- lines. Belden spent his time with the army, with the guerrillas, with 
the people; he met and learned to know the leaders; he tells his story in terms of per- 
sonal experience and human anecdotes; he shows a primitive economy at work. A penetrating 
and absorbing book; controversial-partisan, yes- but convincing and encouraging, in show- 
ing how the new China is operating on its own- not Moscow-controlled- lines. 
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August 24 


Brooks, Gwendolyn Harper 
ANNIE ALLEN $2.50 bt 

A second volume of verse by the gifted Negro poet, author of A Street In Bronze-— 
ville. This book, in some respects, doesn’t come up to the high standards of the first, 
it seems less technically competent and precise. But judging it on its merits alone, it 
is both refreshing and interesting. There's wonderful shimmering color and sensuousness. 
Without being rhetorical or flamboyant, it has a warm animal vitality which is like a 
cool drink in the Sahara of our contemporary white and nordic verse. Pulsing with the 
life she knows, with its own original music and images, there is a quality in this book 
that is genuine and young. In content the verses deal with three periods in a woman's 
life. There is a quality here long lacking in American poetry. Watch her. 


Ward, Roswell Harper 
OUT- OF- SCHOOL VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE , $2.50 _- 


A topic that needs to be aired- presented in pedestrian, dull form. With un- 
employment on the increase, and fear creeping in, there is particular need for extension 
of intelligent out of school vocational guidance, community-wide, city, town and rural. 
The facts of organization, of standards and goals, of the behind the scenes work, of in- 
terviewing, all this is here, but in plodding, uninspired form. Charts, aptitude tests, 
interest levels, the difficulties of individual adjustments, are stressed in the analysis 
of applicants. The importance of securing accurate occupational resources data is stress- 
ed. The market- with this sort of presentation- is largely colleges and already existing 


professional outlets. 
a 


hugust25 7/2 


Arnold, Elliott Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
DEEP IN MY HEART $4.50 


Show business- with Sigmund Romberg at centre stage - this is fictionized bi- 
ography which holds closely to the facts of a full life. The story goes back to Austria, 
in the last decade of the 19th century, when a lad of ten knew that he wanted to make 
music his life- and struggled vainly against his father's determination to make him an 
engineer. Vivid picture of an Austrian school boy, who managed to keep music at the 
heart of things, and who- on a year following his military service- struck roots into 
American soil, and began the upward climb to heights of success that embraced almost 
every phase of popular music,- restaurant orchestra leader, song writer on beltline pro- 
duction, composer in his own right, movies, radio, concert tours. Then, with the grim 
record of five failures seeming to prove him a “has-been”, he scores new success as an 
orchestra leader and stages a theatre comeback with the music for Up In Central Park.-: 
There is romance here- and happy marriage (albeit on a turntable, usually far from home). 
There's color and drama- and lots of behind the curtain close-ups. There are people in 
show business over a span of fifty years. There’s something here of the appeal of Good- 
night Sweet Prince (though Romberg lacks the glamor of Barrymore as @ person). But chief- 
ly the market is for those who like theatre background books- good popular music- that 
audience that immediately spots the title as from Romberg's first big hit,7he Student Prince. 


August 26 


Feibleman, James K. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
AESTHETICS $5.00 


This book is a disappointment, for there is a crying need for a modern philoso- 
phy of aesthetics. This turns out to be the tedious meanderings of an amateur who takes 
himself too seriously. The chapters have a curious way of beginning with portentous lucid- 









June 15, 1949 





Non-fiction -320- 


ity and ending nowhere, or with conclusions that have nothing to do with the premises. 
Moreover the author has an inveterate way of skipping from the beautiful to the good, 

© which is most irritating. The style is cumbersome. The only interesting angle of the 

=” book is that the author seems to have some measure of understanding and sympathy for the 
artist. 



































August 28 


Vietor, Karl Harvard Univ. Press 
GOETHE THE POET $5.00 


The Goethe bicentennial is drawing distinguished visitors from all parts of the 
world and this is a timely book. It might be said to constitute a sort of handy guide- 
book to the great continent of Goethe productivity. This is not to say it is a popular 
or a cheap book of interpretation. It is honest, sincere, scholarly, intelligent, well- 
ordered, and humanistic in point of view. In it one can travel through the main periods 
of Goethe's life, his spiritual orises, and through each of his major works with consid- 
erable illumination and understanding. The book makes no claims to being brilliant or 
profound or even original. No new lights are thrown on the mountainous genius; no new 
depths nor heights illuminated. But in a year when the lay public wants guidance and 
understanding, this book will serve them; it should command an above average public. 


August 29 


latte, F. F. Caxton 
BLACK GOLD IN THE JOAQUIN $5.00 


From what records exist and from personal interviews, this is the story of oil 

@ on the Joaquin (San Joaquin today) in California, from the mid-19th century to 1900. It 
: collects the stories of Indian usage of the oil, of the discoveries and early murderous 

operations in bringing it out, of the development of shafts, rigs, pits, of the mule 

trains, of the growth of substantial, but not fabulous, fortunes, of the dangers and 

hazards of the West Side of the Joaquin, of the towns and areas affected by subsequent 

discoveries. A sober, careful recitation of personal histories and reminiscences - 

this has an industrial as well as a special local appeal. Illustrated. 


Miller, Max a Dutton 
NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS $3.00 

A random, relaxed and thoroughly insouciant autobiographical account, this is a 
once-over-lightly of Max Miller's life. From a childhood in Everett, Washington which 
entailed cow-tending and newspaper-peddling, to Conrad, Montana, where his father “located” 
as a homesteader; high school- and then the Navy (at 17- just turning 18) for the first 
war; working his way through the University of Washington- and the decision to write for 
the popular magazines which didn't quite pan out as he found himself newspaper-reporting 
in Melbourne, Australia. His itinerant career continued; a trip to the Solomons; back 
to San Diego and the waterfront beat which generated his first (published) book; China; 
Hollywood for six weeks; Pearl Harbor and the Navy for the duration of this last war; 
and once again, a reporter in California... The casual, effortless and sometimes funny 
touch here gives this its special quality and easy charm. 


Kingsley, Sidney G-14 Random House 
DETECTIVE STORY: A Play $2.50 
@ This should read well, for the lines, as they come over the footlights, are 


subtle, sparkling, perceptive, amusing, sordid, tragic- running the gamut of human emo- 
tions. A Broadway hit, superbly played with Ralph Bellamy in the lead. Good melodrama- 
set in a New York police station, with a not too obvious social angle. 
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August 77 
Mayberry, George-£d. Scribner 
A LITTLE TREASURY OF AMERICAN PROSE $5.00-boxed © 


from Colonial Times to the Present Dzy 


Fourth in the Little Treasury series, belying the name for it will run to some 
1,000 pages. Like the others in the series, this is virtually a library in itself, and 
provides the student of American prose with a working background of the best, the most 
representative of the major strains of American prose writing. He has included a few for 
their popularity rather than their literary value. In his Introduction he gives the key 
to his approach: the “cult of experience” as exemplified by Mark Twain and Hemingway, and 
the "exploration of the individual” by Hawthorne and James- and their convergence in some 
of the moderns, Fitzgerald and Faulkner, specifically. He includes in his selections not 
only fiction and essays, but political, religious, philosophical and critical writing, 
more than 100 selections overall, some in full, some in extracts from longer works. Un- 
questionably and inevitably critics will quarrel with his omissions, but nonetheless 
there's a feast of good writing for varied tastes. I could wish for more editorial com- 
ment throughout the text, but perhaps he is right in confining it to his Introduction, 
and to factual notes, where necessary, setting the author in his times, and noting source 
and date. The book will be illustrated with 50 portraits of authors; fully indexed, gilt 
top, boxed. (This report was repeated from the March lst, 1949 bulletin when the title 


was scheduled for earlier publication.) 
} 


Kameran, Gloria Br ee Viking 
SIMPLE COOKING FOR THE EPICURE $2.00 

* If I had to choose a second cookbook for the young housewife who wants to add a 
gourmet cookbook to her down-to-earth fundamentals, I think this book would qualify. It 
is not too much a specialty book; it approaches the fine art of cookery in a matter of 
fact way- master the principle, then learn to make variations. There's not too much about 
any one angle of cooking, but enough to provide a fillip to the imagination. There's dis- 
cussion of utensils, staples to keep on hand, herbs and how to use them. Then to the 
recipes:- casseroles; vegetables; new salads; sauces; sweets; party foods; left overs; 
wines- how and when. The directions are simple, direct. 


Three Late Arrivals in Brief Note 


Henle, Fritz Hastings House 
VIRGIN ISLANDS $3.50 


High price for a photographic book on that recently tourist discovered U.S. pos- 
session, the Virgin Islands. The text provides a brief historical survey, notes on the 
various occupations and what they contributed, something of the buccaneers, the slave 
trade, sugar cane, rum; more of the natives, their occupations, their music,their parti- 
cular quality. But the photographs make the book- as they made his Hawaii, Paris, Mexico. 


Frost, Robert Holt 
COMPLETE POEMS $6.00 


Sorry, we're late in announcing this publication of the first compilation since 
1939 of the four times winner of the Pulitzer award. The Foreword sums up Frost's poetic 
creed. The body of text includes two verse plays, two recent volumes, some new poems. 


Siren, Osvald Ronald Press 
GARDENS OF CHINA $30.00 


For landscape architects, designers, collectors of Orientalia, this book is well 
worth the price. 289 superb plates, many in color, immortalize the unique quality of the 
Chinese garden, while the text, urbane, scholarly, imbued with the understanding love of 
the gardens which he feels are symbolic of an ancient people, gives the reader a sense of 
being taken behind the walls. There's a deeply personal sense here; he explains it in the 
rhythms, the patterns; shows how it has been interpreted in paintings; introduces the read- 
er to famous gardens, many no longer surviving; and goes into those aspects that distin- 
guish the Oriental gardens (Japanese as well) from those of the West. A beautiful piece 
of book-making, superb reproduction of the photographs. 
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Appleton-Century 


Lyons, E.- CITIES OF THE DEEP- definite date 8/19 239 

Miller, H.T.- MIRAGE- from 8/10 to 8/19 281 
Doubleday 

Towne, M.- TREASURES IN TRUCK AND TRASH- definite price $2.00 247 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Evatt, H.V.- TASK OF NATIONS- from 6/14 to 7/7. Price from $2.50 to $3.00 246 


Graham, L.~- NIAGARA COUNTRY- from 6/13 to 6/30 224 
O'Farrell, W.- THE THIN EDGE OF VIOLENCE- definite date 7/22 243 
Powers, A.- REDWOOD COUNTRY- from 7/30 to 7/20 264 
Harper 
Brooks, J.- THE BIG WHEEL- from 8/10 to 8/24 281 
Flesch, R.- THE ART OF READABLE WRITING- from 7/? to 8/24 248 
McCormick, C.P.- THE POWER OF PEOPLE- from 7/? to 9/7 248 
Neugass, James- RAIN OF ASHES- price from $2.75 to $3.00 217 
Houghton, Mifflin 
@ Dennis, Nigel- A SEA CHANGE- from 7/13 to 7/12 241 


Putnam 
Waltari, Mika- THE EGYPTIAN- postponed indefinitely- Book of the Month 


Club Reserve Selection. 278 
Random House 
(J) Atwater, M.M.- SMOKE PATROL- from 7/25 to 8/25 270 
(J) Evernden, M.- THE RUNAWAY APPRENTICE- from 7/25 to 8/25 269 
Ibarra & Gregoire- FRENCH SELF-TAUGHT- from 6/15 to 7/11 220 
O'Rourke, F.- THUNDER ON THE BUCKHORN~ from 7/8 to 7/19 259 
Sheean, Vincent- LEAD, KINDLY LIGHT- from 7/25 to 7/14 261 
Scribner 
Higginbottom, S.- SAM HIGGINBOTTOM, FARMER- postponed to 9/7 144 
Viking 


Sinclair, Upton- 0,SHEPHERD, SPEAK- definite date 7/22 
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Bischoff, Ilse Crowell 
THE WONDERFUL POODLE $2.25 


A somewhat contrived and arch little tale, illustrated with beautifully drawn 
black and whites, spot drawings and some double spreads which emphasize the nostalgic 
quality of the story. The small boy never quite comes alive, and to an adult reader, the 
text mirrors a 20th century that has moved away from its early years too fast for comfort. 
It concerns specifically a small Hungarian princeling, unhappy in the palace where he feels 
that no one loves him, content only with his poodle and his tricycle. His parents, the 
Prince and Princess, go to balls; his English governess is cranky. So he wanders out- 
side the castle gates and visits with the gypsies. His dog performs, his tricycle plays 
its part, and when his parents find him, they see for themselves what he needs and change 
their ways. Not a very real story- even on fantasy level; Coco the dog too seems a fairy 
tale product. A little precious- perhaps too continental for American children. (Aug. )(Cloth) 


Babcock, Betty Scribner 
THE EXPANDABLE PIG $2.00 


Watch this and buy cautiously, for the first impression is of another Dr. 
Doolittle's Gub-Gub- or a Walter Brooks’ type of story, but in final analysis we feel it 
just doesn't come off, and children are relentless critics in cases like this..."Pig" is 
the kind of animal character that is accepted more whole heartedly by English children 
than by Americans. He has the exaggerated love of food and sense of his own importance, 
and instead of getting the brush-off he might rate, he bungles through. By the unique meth- 
od of drawing his breath in hard, this remarkable pig provides virtually a flying ship 
for his small master and his dogs to cross to England to visit his friend, Howard, who 
had recently been in America with Gary. Pig is greeted by the people of London as an am- 
bassador from America (slightly too much nonsense here) - and invited to the King’s garden 
party. There is a thread of irony in the emphasis on differences in English and American 
post-war diets- perhaps to give the book social significance! There are chuckles and belly 
laughs now and again, but much of the humor seems forced. Spot drawings. Cloth bound. (Aug.) 


Edey, Marion Scribner 
OPEN THE DOOR $2.00 


A mildly entertaining collection of poems for young children on familiar sub- 
jects,-animal friends, nonsense, playtime and out-of-doors, bedtime. There's a kind of 
spontaneity characteristic of the easy rhyming of the gifted amateur who has acquired a 
certain facility in versifying for children. Some of the verses seem of questionable value 
in print; occasional ones have an underlying sense of humor, appreciation of nature and 
child interests and viewpoint. The section labelled Just For Fun goes in for word sounds 
and combinations that children love. TJuby and the Seai is our pick of the lot, with its 
childlike inner laughter. A book which won't move too readily. Spot drawings in line by 
Dorothy Grider. Cloth. (Aug.) 
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Huntington, Harriet E. Doubleday 
LET'S GO TO THE DESERT $2.50 


This doesn't measure up to the predecessors,- Let’s Go to the Seashoreand Let's 
Go Outdoors, both of which have had substantial success. In the first place, the subject 
matter touches fewer children at familiar points of recognition, and the names- both of 
animals and natural life or growing things, are difficult for any children not brought up 
in the desert areas of the southwest. For prospective visitors, this should provide an 
excellent introduction, and second and third grade readers will find the short sentences 
and easy descriptive words, accompanying each photograph, easy reading once the unfamiliar 
nouns are mastered. The formation of the land, the descriptions of plant and animal life, 
give one a sense of the region itself. Even the brown tone of photographs and type seem 
to reflect the hazy brilliance of sun on sand; as one sees it from train windows. But, 
unfortunately, it lends the book itself a certain drabness. Sturdily bound in cloth, 

this should survive a westward trip. There might well be a plus sale for this in school 
libraries, where need for desert material as supplementary reading in the 8 to 10 level 

is still expressed. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN-F:ctzon 


Linklater, Eric Macmillan 
THE PIRATES IN THE DEEP GREEN SEA $3.50 


Although the publishers list this in the adult fiction section of their catalog, 
the subtitle reads 4 Story for Children, and such it is. For this is a tale of fantasy- 
of talking octopodes, crabs, herring, cod, etc., and the heroes of Davy Jones’ Locker and 
their pirate enemies - as they battle for control under the sea. Through Gunner Boles and 
his octupus, Cully, young Hew and Tim learn of the conspiracy of the pirates to untie all 
the regulation knots that hold the latitudes and longitudes together under the water, and 
when their Father goes to bring their Mother home, they are up and away to adventure to 
foil Inky Poops and Dan Scumbril. They encounter mischievous Powder Monkeys, Cabin Boys, 
they are captured by the pirates, but are able to alert Davy Jones and his men in time to 
save Gunner Boles and Cully in their dangerous post. A fair supply of humor and rhymes 
(both of British vintage), a prerequisite of some knowledge of English naval history, and 
a matter of fact handling of the fairy tales ingredients, add up to a specialty book for 
more imaginative children. Black and white illustrations by William Reeves. (7/12) 


Slobodkin, Louis Macmillan 
BIXXY AND THE SECRET MESSAGE $1.50 


I'd be inclined to sell this as a cub scout story first- a carrier pigeon 
story second, though the designation would be the other way round. For Bixxy is a carrier 
Pigeon, whose job it is to carry messages back and forth from New Jersey to Long Island 
for the U. S. Army. Sometimes they were important messages. And Bixxy had a habit that 
once proved nearly fatal,- he would let himself get side-tracked, forget where he was 
headed, and have to go back and start over. And- too- he liked to walk as a change from 
flying, and this, too, got him into trouble (besides delaying him). In this particular 
incident, around which Slobodkin has built his story, Bixxy is rescued from a tar bath 
in N. Y. C. by a cub scout, and becomes the scouts’ problem. They make some wrong de- 
cisions, but eventually it comes out right, and the story would provide entertainment 
for & group on a rainy afternoon. There's a good deal of Slobodkin's somewhat pompous 
humor- and the pictures, which we've not seen, are sure to be charming, though they are 
to be in black and white, not in the colors one associates with him. Cloth. 80 pp. (Sept. ) 
> fj / 
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Foster, Genevieve hears Scribner 
GEORGE WASHINGTON; An Initial Biography $2.00 


* This is an inspiring and historically sound biography which achieves that almost 
impossible goal of simplifying without writing down. So full of variety and action was 
Washington's life, from boyhood on, that youngsters won't even object to the elimination 
of some of the unfounded legends. The author’s background in the period, evidenced in her 
world panorama, George Washington's World, is reflected here in lively and intimate facts 
of the grand saga of the colonies’ fight for freedom. This book will prepare children 
for her broader picture of world events, and we hope she will do the same for Abraham 
Lincoln. Her doublespreads in two tone give the interior panoramas of Ferry Farm and 
Mt. Vernon; a third doublespread shows the wilderness, and a few smaller drawings liven 
the text. Too bad there could not have been more, but the text itself is so thrillingly 
vital that one scarcely misses the pictures. Cloth. 96 pp. (Aug.) 


TWELVE T0 FIFTEEN- Fiction 


Flood, Richard T. Houghton, Mifflin 
THE FIGHTING SOUTHPAW $2.25 °/~ 


* A second Radford Academy story (remember Pass That Puck?) and a swell boarding 
-school-plus- baseball-plus personality issues story. While many of the same characters 
appear, the central figure is new,- Specs a tall,lonely boy, tagged a sissy because of 
his proficiency at the piano, who takes over the pitcher's job in an emergency, and proves 
himself with his fellows. A ticklish subject- exceedingly well handled in a book that 
gains stature because of the value of presenting the case for the boy who does not conform. 


First rate reading. (8/30)/ 


Lantern Press 


Payne, Stephen 
TEEN-AGE COWBOY STORIES $2.50 

The least successful volume in this series, which on the whole has held toa 
good standard. In the first place, cowboy stories - so labelled- appeal to younger boys 
than the teens would suggest. In the second place, the fact that these are stories written 
by one- rather than several- authors, puts a rigid tax on his abilities, and his utter lack 
of any real sense of style becomes painful after an accumulation of stories. Some of 
the stories have a breezy, wide-open-spaces tone, others a rootin' tootin' air, all of 
them are fast-talking and slick - almost in the comic book cowboy tradition. Just possibly 
they might serve as a bridge over to better things, but it seems to me there are better 
vehicles. The book comes complete with an article on bronc busting and a glossary. Illus- 


trated. (7/20) 


Patterson, Emma L. Longmans, Green 
MIDNIGHT PATRIOT $2.75 


Young Philip Van Dorn and his wife, Joanna, living in New York in 1776, find 
themselves on different sides of the fence when the British take over the city. Joanna 
and her father and brother are Whigs, prepared to fight for freedom; Philip, neutral but 
under the influence of his Tory friends, is a keen disappointment. But, unknown to his 
wife, Philip is acting as a spy for the Colonial Army, in the city and up the Hudson. Mid- 
night meetings, arrest, near hanging, make his work endlessly dangerous, and glimpses of 
familiar revolutionary figures of the nuason River campaigns make history familiar and ex- 
citing. Despite periods of jealousy and misunderstanding, all ends happily. Good histori- 
cal fiction, which boys and girls will like equally. There have been a number of good stories 
of this period (particularly fric’s Giris by Gladys Malvern and Decker's The Rebei and the 
Turncoat), Decorative spots. (8/3) 


Wyatt, Geraldine Longmans, Green 
WRONGHAND $2.50 


A sixteen-year old, driven by his widowed mother's necessity at the close of 
the Civil War, undertakes to drive a couple of thousand Texas longhorns up through the 











Tlingit Indian of Alaska, and his long and perilous journey into the wilderness. He is 
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hostile Indians to the North where he can get a better price. With him, as helpers, he 
takes an odd assortment of young men about his own age, whose characters and personalities 
are proved on the long hard trail. Despite the ingredients for a fast-paced adventure 
story (encounters with Indians, floods, storms, stampeding cattle, etc.) the story limps 
along. Even the potentially thrilling scenes are muted, and there is no sense of mounting 
climax, no suspense. Illustrated by Kurt Werth. (8/3) 






























Blyton, Enid Macihillan 
THE MOUNTAIN OF ADVENTURE $2.50 


This will sell, because Enid Blyton's adventure stories have won a following, 
but this is the worst she has done,- a confused, garbled story, built around the same group 
of English children met in Valley of Adventure, etc. This qualifies as science fiction, 
I suppose, but it is a far-fetched adventure tale of the comic genre. The children are 
visiting in the Welsh mountains and get involved with a mad scientist experimenting with 
& ray intended to create human wings. He is about to use one of the boys as a victim, when 
@ helicopter comes to the rescue of the children and their ever-present menagerie. Somehow 
doesn't even qualify as good mystery. (Aug.) 


Desmond, Alice Curtis Macmillan 
THE TALKING TREE $2.50 


** A honey of a book- in the remarkably vigorous and absorbing story of a young 


sent on a quest for a beautifully carved Totem Pole to bring to his native village as 
memorial to the dead chieftain, his uncle. This is to be a test of his manhood, his ability 
to do honor to the traditions of his clan. The dignity, the simplicity and wisdom of a 
little known people are shown in a unique story. No knight in armour could be as real, 

as compelling as this Indian lad, who works in a logging camp to buy his own red cedar, 

who fights wolves in a blinding storm, who perseveres in spite of handicaps to reach the 
goal he has set himself. The many curious and fascinating facts are incidental to the 

story itself. We spoke of the need for bridging books for boys conditioned to the comics. 
Here's a good choice, a book that will rate a long life. (Sept.) 


Howard, Elizabeth Morrow 
NORTH WIND BLOW FREE $2.50 


An intense and moving story of a young girl in Michigan and Canada in the years 
1850-51. Elspeth's father is an abolitionist and has maintained for ten years a station 
on the underground railroad. He has engraved indelibly on her mind the horrors of slavery, 
and when the story opens, the Fugitive Slave Act has been passed. Escaped slaves are no 
longer free in the North, and Elspeth's father sells his farm and starts a rehabilitation 
center over the Canadian line. There's a romance for 18-year old Elspeth, but she sends 
away the suitor whose beliefs on slavery make it impossible for them to find common ground, 
and finds in his stead an earnest and handsome young doctor whose love of his settlement 
work matches her own sense of dedication to a cause. There's sound psychological basis in 
the approach to marriage here. This is Elizabeth Howard's second good romance adventure 
for girls (Summer Under Sail- 1947) .(8/24) : 


Tunis, John R, Morrow 
YOUNG RAZZLE $2.50 


This is Tunis’ off season- but then one can't expect a man to continue to turn 
out books of equal merit. Nonetheless it is a disappointment to find him writing a real 
baseball sob story, though the play by play description should endear it to the less cri- 
tical among his readers. It is the story of an ambitious youngster on his way up in the 
major leagues as second baseman for the Yankees, when he comes up against his father, 
for years star pitcher in the majors and on his way down. The sportswriters become in- 
terested in the drama of the conflict, particularly when they find that Young Razzle 
doesn't even like his “old man”. The father, a typical show-off on the field, makes a 
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comeback, though he is out of training and too sure of himself, while the son suffers a set- 
back due to publicity jitters. The rivalry between them results in their helping each other 
inadvertently through a tough spot, and finally- when pop goes out in a blaze of glory, they 
have become friends. Melodramatic - but good reading, though not top drawer Tunis. (9/7) 


Poston, Martha Lee | Nelson 
THE MYSTERY OF THE EIGHTH HOUSE $2.50 


An exciting and spine chilling adventure in China resulted from Bon’s post-High 
School graduation trip with his father, long promised if he took top honors. In 4 small 
city in post-war China, where his father thought he would be safe, Bob gets to kmow well 
the son of his father’s Chinese partner. While the two men are away, the boys, sleuths 
at heart, stumble on an ancient treasure of jewels and royal jade, which involves them with 
desperate bandits, and leads them to several dangerous situations. Fast-moving, packed with 
excitement, mystery and skulduggery of a glamorously oriental kind, it should have appeal 
for all readers at this age level. Just one basic criticism- the boys in the story wring 
every step of the situation dry of all its possibilities, arguing the pros and cons- and 
too little is left for the reader to do on his own. This weakens the suspense and makes the 
story at times too slow and talky. A minor criticism, however, in a book that offers much, 
by way of plot and characterization. Illustrated with spot drawings by Weda Yap. (7/6) 


is) 


Reynolds, Dickson Nelson 
THE FIRE PATROL $2,00 


Fire fighting in the great timber lands of the Pacific Northwest provides the 
action for this story of the Junior Forest Wardens’ Service. Don’t let your young readers 
be discouraged by a slow start. By the third chapter, the story gathers momentum. There's 
variety of adventure,- a breath-taking encounter with a cougar, the villainy of a man who 
breaks the fire laws and starts a fire, a thrilling rescue from blazing woods. The boy has 
@ nice understanding of wild life and imparts bits of nature lore in an interesting way. 

His boyish enthusiasm for his work as a fire-fighter, his indignation over carelessness of 
the average tourist, will not seem too intense to readers familiar with the Boy Scout train- 
ing and the 4H Club codes of living and doing. The lack of illustrations is a distinct 
asset. A good jacket- and a text which does not need pictures. (7/6) 





TWELVE TO FIFTEEN-Non-fiction 


Gould, Jean Houghton, Mifflin 
YOUNG THACK $2.75 


Laura Benet’s Thackeray of the Great Heart and the Humorous Pen (Dodd, Mead) was 
so wholly satisfying an introduction to Thackeray and his writings, that this biography, 
focussed chiefly on his youth and with very little of his works, will seem to those famil- 
iar with the other book, to fall short. Many of the same events and situations have been 
used, and Miss Gould has handled them adroitly, making his younger years lively and inter- 
esting. But where Miss Benet’s biography was a sympathetic and beautifully written study of 
& man, &@ period and the literature that grew out of the combination, Miss Gould’s seems 
almost an attempt to humanize and popularize, to "de-highbrow” Thackeray. Perhaps this 
biography should be firmly held at a lower age level than those who could enjoy the Benet 
book. The use of Thackeray's own sketches as illustrations adds to the pictorial oe 

4) 








Scribner 


Downey, Fairfax 
DOGS OF DESTINY $2.50 


Companion volume to the popular Horses of Destiny, this is again a collection 
of true stories of famous dogs, legendary stories that are part of literature, stories of 
heroic dogs. The first story is of a dog who lived 3600 years ago in Egypt, a tale made in- 
mortal on papyrus. There is Ulysses’ faithful hound; Alexander's dog; there's Mathe, Grey- 
hound of Richard II, Barry, famous St. Bernard,Flush, some war dogs, and many others whose 
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stories have been gleaned from history, myth and half-remembered records. The Paul Brown 
illustrations will be again a dependable sales factor. (Sept.) 
































® Morgan, Alfred Scribner 
A PET BOOK FOR BOYS AND GIRLS $2.75 


What pet to choose and how to care for it? Boys and girls will find almost every 
conceivable question answered on dogs, cats, goldfish, rabbits, as well as some unusual 
pets like alligators, squirrels and guinea pigs. There are some unique angles,-such as how 
to keep a dog and cat happy in the same household; effects of the season on raccoon diet; 
why a dog pants; foods - the types and quantities for each animal under discussion. Common 
sicknesses. Where different kinds of pets may be obtained. Training. Mr. Morgan, known 
for his sound scientific approach in previous books, has gone into his subject with the 
thoroughness necessary for a young zoo keeper. Sound information and no fuss and feathers. 
Illustrated. (Sept.) 





Bendick, Jeanne & Robert Whittlesey 
TELEVISION WORKS LIKE THIS $1.75 


* Bracket this for both sections- 12 to 15 and Young Adults. Jeanne Bendick's 
breezy style and easy line drawings, coupled with her television engineer husband's know- 
how and the result is a book that gives you just what you want to know about how programs 
originate, what the various engineers and directors do, how programs are picked up and 
transmitted, and other pertinent material. We'd double-star this except for two faults: - 
the first chapter consists of an extensive glossary which is unintelligible even after read- 
ing the book; some of the technical explanations seem only to substitute one set of terms 
for another. Nevertheless, interested readers will find this engaging, and for the most 
part, lucid, as they found Jeanne Bendick's earlier books. (8/16) 


@ BOOKS FOR YOUNG ADULTS-Non-fiction 


Holland, Dan Crowell 
TROUT FISHING $5.00 


Perhaps the most thorough coverage among all the books this season. For compara- 
tive check on other titles see full report P. 316. Ina carefully executed book, the son 
of Ray Holland tells all that anyone needs to know about trout fishing. Data on kinds of 
trout; life cycle, habits, senses, food; the best tackle to use,types of flies, how to 
cast. He discusses kind of fishing according to the fly, the bait, the spinner, the water, 
the weather, the time of day. Decorative drawings, photographs. (8/15) 


Arnold, Elliott Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
DEEP IN MY HEART $4.50 


Show business- with Sigmund Romberg at centre stage- this is fictionized biography 
of a full life. The story goes back to the boy of ten in Austria, who know music must be 
his life, and struggled against his father's desire to make him an engineer. Vivid pic- 
ture of Austrian school days - of a year of military service - of departure for America, 
and a new life, the upward climb to success that ultimately embraced almost every phase of 
musical life in popular music. From restaurant band to orchestra leader, song writer on 
beltline production, his first hit, The Student Prince, starting him out on his own, 
movies, radio, concert tour- and a theatrical come-back with the recent success, /p In 
Central Park. There is a panorama of show business and its people over a span of fifty 
years. (For full report see P. 319.) (8/25) 


@ Miller, Max Dutton 
NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS $3.00 


The once-over-lightly of Max Miller's life, from a childhood in Everett, Washing- 
ton, with cow-tending and newsvaper-peddling, to Monatana, where his father located as a 
homesteader. Then high school- the Navy at just eighteen, with the first world war, 
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working his way through the University of Washington, and newspaper-reporting in Melbourne. 
His itinerant career carried him from Australia to the Solomons, back to the waterfront 

beat in San Diego, China, Hollywood, Pearl Harbor and the Navy in the last war - and again 
@ reporter in California. Casual, effortless, sometimes funny. (Full report P. 320) (8/20) 







Burton, Jean Farrer, Straus. 
LYDIA PINKHAM IS HER NAME $2.75 






An appreciative biography of America’s first business woman. The famous Vegetable 
Compound was a family venture, so this is a family portrait as well. Born in 1819, a 
Quaker of lively intelligence, she started marketing her homemade botanicals following her 
husband's bankruptcy. The new type of testimonial advertising contributed to business 
growth. This is quite a yarn, and has 4 surprise ending, as modern research sustains the 
claims made for this Compound. (For full report see P. 317) (8/22) 










Tharp, Louise Hall Little, Brown 
THE PEABODY SISTERS OF SALEM $4.00 







A vibrant, colorful and interesting biography of three fascinating blue-stockings, 
central figures in the mjor literary-educational controversies and developments of the 
mid-19th century. There was the kindly, hard-driven Dr. Peabody and his ambitious, do- 
mineering wife, their meagre existence of genteel poverty. There were three daughters: - 
Mary, self-effacing, imposed upon, who ultimately married the brilliant Horace Mann. There 
was Sophia, beautiful, fragile, gifted, who married Hawthorne, as an escape from her doting 
mother. There was Elizabeth, the indomitable Lizzie Peabody, educator, transcendentalist, 
crusader, friend of the Concord group, first Froebel kindergartner in America. First rate 
reading. (Full report P. 313) (8/17) 



















ee Hungerford, Edward Random House 
WELLS FARGO $3.75 


The past glories and current and future activities of the famous firm in hurrying, 
vivid style. The stories of violence, death, Indian attacks, stage coach and train robber- 
ies, the weathering of financial as well as physical storms, the hardihood of the Pony Ex- 
press, and the careers of Wells and Fargo, who founded the company in 1852. It is a story 
of carrying the mail, banking, opening up the West, of the growing importance of the com- 
pany. Fast paced saga of transport pioneering. (Full report P. 315) (7/28) 


Mayberry, George-“d. Soribner 
A LITTLE TREASURY OF AMERICAN PROSE $5.00 


This would be a particularly nice thing for a young adult to own, this with its 
companion volumes in the series. Mayberry includes in his. selections not only fiction and 
essays, but political, religious, philosophical and critical writings, more than 100 se- 
lections overall, some in full, some extracts, some for their popularity rather than their 
literary value. “The cult of experience” is exemplified by Mark Twain and Hemingway; the 
“exploration of the individual” by Hawthorne and James; the convergence in some of the 
moderns, Fitzgerald and Faulkner specifically. (Full report P. 321) (Aug.) 


Luckman, Sid Ziff -Davis 
LUCKMAN AT QUARTERBACK $3.00 


The Chicago Bears and Sid Luckman are practically synonymous in the minds of 
pro-football fans. During ten years Luckman has been quarterback, one of the truly great. 
This is his story, from Erasmus High in Flatbush, through Columbia, on to pro football. 
The main story - his years with the Bears, with some personal highlights. A good story 
with enough of sentiment to carry it. (Full report P. 316) (8/15) | 





